Study on Sensory Abilities in Cerebral Palsy

Enrolling NOW!!

What is the goal of this study?

Many people with cerebral palsy (CP) have heightened or decreased sensory perceptions of touch, balance, and joint movements.  This abnormal sensory perception can occur in individuals with all types of cerebral palsy including spastic diplegia, hemiplegia, and quadriplegia.  The goal of this study is to determine the effects that cerebral palsy has on their abilities, and if the sensory changes associated with cerebral palsy affects the person’s movement.  More specifically, we will be looking at sensory abilities in the hands and legs on both sides.  

What would my child or I need to do?

You and/or your child would be invited to the Shared Movement Assessment Center in Barnes-Jewish Hospital North (2nd Floor).  We will perform a clinical sensory assessment, followed by 3-D computerized analysis of the participant’s walking patterns and balance. Some subjects will have the option to participate in functional magnetic resonance brain imaging at a later date. Both sessions (clinical exam and brain imaging) will take about 2-3 hours.

Who can participate?

Participation in this study requires that the person be between 10 and 30 years of age, and have a diagnosis of cerebral palsy. Participants must be able to walk short distances, and cannot have had a selective dorsal rhizotomy. We will also evaluate individuals without cerebral palsy so we have a comparison for the sensory and motor testing. This study will provide the participants with a no-cost movement/sensory examination, and detailed brain imaging. You will receive $25.00 to cover transportation expenses as a result of your participation in this study. To participate in the fMRI portion, participants must be at least 5 feet tall to fit in the scanner

How can I receive more information?

If you would like more information or you would like to sign up to participate in this study you may call Jason Wingert, PT at (314) 566-7262 or Diane Damiano, PhD PT at (314) 286-1622. Or email Jason at wingertj@wustl.edu
Please note: Your decision to agree or disagree to participate in this study will in no way affect the care you receive from the Cerebral Palsy Center.

Investigators: Jason Wingert, PT and Dr. Diane Damiano, PhD, PT,

Dept of Neurology, Box 8111, Washington University, St. Louis, MO. 63110

