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Language & the Brain Study
Thank you for your support of the University of Chicago Language Development Project! Because of the success of the previous phases of the project, we have received funding from the National Institute of Health to see how children’s brains develop during reading. We hope to see how learning to read changes kids’ brains over time.  Dr. Steven Small, a neurologist at the University of Chicago who has been involved with this project since it began in 2002, is leading this study.
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We are looking for your help and participation in this brain study. However, please understand that this study is completely voluntary for you and your child, and has no effect on your continued participation in our longitudinal, home-visit study of language and reading development.
What is the study about?
To participate in this study, your child would have to take part in sessions inside a brain scanning machine called an MRI scanner. MRI scans are safe and non-invasive and are widely used in medical imaging and research in adults and children. 
The scanner is like a large tube and your child will lay down while in the scanner.  In this MRI scan, called a functional MRI scan, your child will read words, look at pictures, and watch videos during the scan. In this way, we can see how different parts of the brain are being used for reading, viewing pictures, and understanding language. Although the scanner gets a little noisy, your child will wear headphones to block the noise. There is a microphone in the scanner so your child can communicate with us at all times.  If your child becomes uncomfortable, he/she can tell us and we can help him or her or stop the scan.
What happens during my visit?
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[image: image5.wmf]The study would involve one visit a year to do a brain scan for three years (three scans total). At each visit, your child's involvement in this imaging study would last about 3.5 to 4 hours.  Upon arriving at the imaging research center at the Northwestern Memorial Hospital in downtown Chicago, your child will do some reading with us in a relaxed setting and will also have a chance to get into a "pretend scanner" so that he/she knows beforehand what the experience will be like.  The time in the real scanner will last about an hour.  
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We will provide parking and reimburse you $20 for your traveling expense to the scanning location. In addition to the stated monetary compensation to you ($100 for the first, $125 for the second, and $150 for the final visit), your child will also receive prizes and a $25 gift certificate to a bookstore. We are committed to making this a fun and enjoyable learning experience for your child and your family. 
How do I sign up?



What are the potential risks?
There are no known risks to having an fMRI scan. Thousands of children have participated in similar studies. However, some people may become uncomfortable having to lie still in an enclosed space or are sensitive to the noise of the scanner.
What are the benefits to me?
Even though there are no direct benefits to you or your child other than our reimbursements for your time, you will be helping the advancement of science. Our research goal is to see how children’s brains develop as they master reading. Right now, we know very little about the relationship between a child’s early language abilities and later brain development. We also know little about how learning to read changes biological pathways in the brain.  This project can help us understand the basic mechanisms of language development and reading over a long period of time. In doing so, we can better help children with reading and language difficulties to improve their reading skills. 



Your contribution would be enormously valuable and we hope you will consider participating in this portion of the study. Your participation is completely voluntary and we would work with you in every way to make this additional involvement enjoyable for the family and fun for the child. Sometimes children want to bring their friends – we encourage this and have found it is a more pleasant and “cool” thing for them to do if their friends come along. 

You will be compensated for each brain scan: $100 for the first, $125 for the second, and $150 for the final visit.  Your child will also get some brain-related toys, a $25 gift certificate to a book store and a diploma for completing the Brain Adventure.








MRI scanners such as this one give researchers a way of studying the brain while participants lie inside and read words and watch videos.





Visit our website at 


http://www.mybrainrocks.org





Or email our research team


fmri.language.study


@gmail.com








